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Manufacturing productivity falls by 0.8% 
in 2024
The labor productivity of the 
manufacturing industry fell by 0.8% 
in 2024 compared to 2023. The 
indicator is calculated by the ratio of 
volume produced to hours worked 
in production. This marks the fifth 
consecutive year of decline for the 
indicator, which has accumulated a 
drop of 9% compared to 2019.

In 2024, the loss in productivity was 
due to a higher increase in hours 

worked (4.5%) compared to the production volume (3.7%). 
This result differs from those observed in 2022 and 2023, 
years that also recorded losses. In 2022, there was a drop 
in production (-0.4%), accompanied by an increase in 
hours worked (2.5%). In 2023, there was a sharper drop in 
production (-1.1%) than in hours worked (-0.8%).

The result partially reflects a mismatch in the responsiveness 
of production and hours worked observed in 2024. 
Hiring new workers often requires periods of training 
and adaptation, and until they become more productive, 
productivity may decrease in the short term.

Variation in labor productivity in the Brazilian manufacturing industry
Annual change (%)

Source: Prepared by CNI, based on IBGE and CNI statistics.
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Quarterly labor productivity, Brazilian manufacturing industry
Seasonally adjusted – Index, base: 2019, average = 100

1 Ipea indicator of apparent consumption of industrial goods – December 2024. Economic Outlook Letter, number 66 – Economic Outlook Note 11 – 1st quarter of 2025. 
Available at: https://www.ipea.gov.br/cartadeconjuntura/index.php/tag/consumo-aparente/. Accessed in: 3 Dec. 2025.

Source: Prepared by CNI, based on IBGE and CNI statistics.

Output per hours worked Moving average (4 quarters)

This mismatch reduced over the year, 
and the indicator did not register a 
decline in the last two quarters of 
2024. When examining productivity per 
worker (volume produced divided by 
the number of workers), the indicator 
ended the year on a positive note: a 
1.4% increase.

In 2024, the demand for manufactured products grew 
by 6.5%, according to IPEA1. Additionally, investments in 
production modernization, stimulated by the New Industry 
Brazil plan, may contribute to growth in the indicator. 
However, this positive scenario is threatened by rising 
interest rates, which are slowing the pace of investment. 
This is reflected in the productivity indicator that showed 
stability in the last quarter of 2024 (varying by 0.1%).
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Quarterly labor productivity, Brazilian manufacturing industry 
Output per hours worked

Annual labor productivity, manufacturing industry 
Output per hours worked

Source: Prepared by CNI, based on IBGE and CNI statistics.

Source: Prepared by CNI, based on IBGE and CNI statistics.

More information such as previous editions, English version, 
survey methodology and historical series at:
www.cni.com.br/e_produtividadenaindustria
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QUARTER INDEX, SEASONALLY ADJUSTED (BASE: 
2019 AVERAGE = 100)

CHANGE FROM THE
IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING QUARTER, 

SEASONALLY
ADJUSTED (%)

CHANGE FROM THE SAME
QUARTER IN THE PREVIOUS

YEAR (%)

CHANGE ACCUMULATED IN
FOUR QUARTERS (FROM THE SAME 

PERIOD IN THE
PREVIOUS YEAR, %)

2022 Q4 91.5 0.7 -0.9 -2.9
2023 Q1 91.0 -0.5 -1.3 -1.6
2023 Q2 91.5 0.5 -1.9 -1.7
2023 Q3 91.9 0.4 1.1 -0.7
2023 Q4 92.3 0.4 0.6 -0.3
2024 Q1 90.9 -1.5 0.3 0.0
2024 Q2 90.6 -0.3 -0.2 0.4
2024 Q3 90.9 0.3 -1.5 -0.2
2024 Q4 91.0 0.1 -1.6 -0.8

YEAR ANNUAL CHANGE (%)
2014 -0.2
2015 0.4
2016 1.8
2017 4.5
2018 0.8
2019 0.8
2020 -0.6
2021 -4.7
2022 -2.9
2023 -0.3
2024 -0.8

YEAR CUMULATIVE CHANGE (%) - Last decade (2014-2024)
2013-2023 -1.2
2013-2018 8.6
2018-2023 -9.0


