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Rationale and impact of the GII

The GII helps countries assess their innovation 
performance & make informed policy decisions. 

1. Policymakers are referring regularly to GII as part of 
their innovation and economic policy strategies

• Innovation policy legislations use the GII as “yardstick” for 
innovation performance.

• Cross-ministerial task forces pursue GII matters in a 
“whole of government” approach.

2. Allows  economies to use the GII to design innovation 
and intellectual property (IP) policies.

3. Gives impetus to collect innovation metrics.

• Fits mandate of WIPO IP and Innovation Ecosystems

Sector.
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Global Innovation 
Tracker

What is the global state of innovation? 
Has the pandemic slowed or accelerated 
investments in innovation?
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1. Investment in innovation has shown great 
resilience during the COVID-19 pandemic

R&D and GDP growth, 2001-2022

Sources: Authors' estimates based on the UNESCO Institute for Statistics database, OECD Main Science and Technology Indicators, Eurostat, and the IMF World Economic Outlook.
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… But investments vary across sectors

Share of firms reporting R&D expenditure increases, 2020

Source: Data sourced from the Bureau van Dijk Orbis database, where annual 2019 and 2020 data were utilized. 
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Number of VC deals by region, three-point moving average, 1997-2021

… But investments vary across regions

Source: Refinitiv, Eikon (private equity screener), accessed May 20, 2021.
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2. Technological progress at the frontier holds 
substantial promise
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GII 2021 results

The GII helps create an environment that evaluates 
innovation factors continuously. 

In 2021, it provides innovation metrics for 132 economies. 
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3. Only a few economies have consistently delivered 
peak innovation performance
Movement in the GII top 15, 2017-2021

Source: Global Innovation Index Database, WIPO, 2021.

Top three innovation economies by income group
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4. Selected middle-income economies are 
changing the innovation landscape (TVIPs)

Other
Source: Global Innovation Index Database, WIPO, 2021. 
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5. Several economies are out-performing on 
innovation relative to development

Source: Global Innovation Index Database, WIPO, 2021.

Note: Bubbles sized by population. 
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6. The geography of innovation is changing 
unevenly

Source: Global Innovation 

Index Database, WIPO, 2021.

Ranking of world regions by innovation performance, 2021
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7. New Science and Technology 
(S&T) clusters are emerging, but 
only in a handful of economies

Source: WIPO Statistics Database, April 2021.

Top S&T cluster of each economy or 

cross-border region, 2021

Top 100 clusters worldwide
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