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April was one of the worst months ever

for industry

Industrial activity in April was the lowest
in industry’s recent history. Real sales,
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in March resulting from increased dismissals
and consequent payment of severance dues.
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Sales in April were the lowest in the series

Real sales in industry declined by 23.3%
in Aprilin relation to March in the
seasonally adjusted series. This was the
sharpest drop seen since the beginning
of the historical series, in 2003. It was
the second month in a row in which sales
declined, leading to a combined drop of
26.6% in March and April. In the series
without seasonal adjustments, sales in
April 2020 were the lowest ever recorded
in the series.

Record drop in hours worked in production

Hours worked in production decreased
by 19.4% in April compared to March,
considering the seasonally adjusted
series. It was also the sharpest drop
ever recorded since the beginning of
the historical series. Over the past two
months, hours worked in production
have shrunk by 21%. Considering

the original series, without seasonal
adjustments, the number of hours
worked in April 2020 was the lowest in
the series.

Fall in employment in April was the steepest in
the series

Industrial employment decreased by
2.3% in April against the previous month,
considering the series without seasonal
effects. It was the steepest monthly
decline recorded in the series and the
third one in a row. In the last three
months, employment has decreased by
2.9%. Considering the series without
seasonal adjustments, industrial
employment hit its lowest level since
early 2004.
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Real sales
Seasonally adjusted (fixed-base index: 2006 average = 100)
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Hours worked in production
Seasonally adjusted (fixed-base index: 2006 average = 100)
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Employment
Seasonally adjusted (fixed-base index: 2006 average = 100)
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Total payroll falls in April

The total payroll of industry workers
declined by 9.5% in April compared
to March in the seasonally adjusted
series. It was the sharpest monthly
drop in total payroll observed since
the beginning of the series, in

2006. In the series without seasonal
adjustments, total payroll in April was
the lowest since April 2006.

Average real income paid to workers

The average real income paid to industry
workers fell 6.6% in April compared to
the previous month. This drop is also
explained by the increase recorded in
March resulting from increased dismissals
and consequent payment of severance
dues, which impacted payroll spending in
that month.

Idleness in production is the highest in the series

Capacity Utilization declined by 6.6
percentage points in April compared to
March, to 69.6%. It was the second drop
in a row in that percentage, leading to

a combined decrease of 9.2 percentage
points over the last two months.
Considering the series without seasonal
adjustments, the percentage in April was
the lowest in the series — for the first
time ever, the percentage is below 70% in
average for industry as a whole.

Learn more

For more information on the survey, including sectoral results,
previous editions, methodology and historical series, visit:
www.cni.com.br/e_indindustriais
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Real total payroll
Seasonally adjusted (Fixed-base index: 2006 average = 100)
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Real average earnings
Seasonally adjusted (Fixed-base index: 2006 average = 100)
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Capacity utilization (UCI)

Seasonally adjusted (Average percentage)
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